California Sea Urchin Commission

Board of Directors Meeting was held September 18, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. via a Zoom Online Meeting.  The Following attended the meeting:

Cliff Hawk, David Colker, Nathan Rosser, Harry Liquornik, Grant Downie, Gene Demachi, David Rudie, Mas Yanagita, Tom Trumper, Bob Bertelli, Derek Stein, Sonke Mastrup, Ben Kardokus, Tom Ford, Michael Harington, Jeff Crumley, and Ray Greiner.
The following is a synopsis of the meeting:

Minutes:

Motion: Tom Trumper moved, and Harry Liquornik seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of the April 17, 2021 meeting.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

2016-17 Disaster Relief – Sonke Mastrup reported that $3,329,343 was awarded to the Northern California Red Sea Urchin fishery for the 2016-17 disaster.  Seventy-nine percent of the funds will be directed to divers and processors and twenty percent will be directed to four mitigation categories: Kelp Forest Restoration, Marketing, Recruitment Studies and Socioeconomic Assessments.  The funds will be distributed from the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC).  The PSMFC will send out notices to the divers and processors who landed urchins in the Northern Fishery in 2016 and 2017 based on California Department of Fish & Wildlife records.  The PSMFC will issue a Request for Proposals for the four mitigation categories.
The Department would like the California Sea Urchin Commission to nominate one diver and one processor to serve on committee to help score the proposals.

Motion: David Rudie moved, and Harry Liquonik seconded the motion for the California Department of Fish & Wildlife to not accept proposals that would support relocating sea otters to Northern California.  The motion passed by roll call vote.
Sonke stated that the Marine Region would be involved in any effort by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Agency to reintroduce otters in Northern California.  He said Marine Region is in discussions with the Department’s Oil Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR).
AB1279 and Santa Monica Bay Kelp Project
Tom Ford gave a brief overview of AB 1279, by Assembly Member Al Muratsuchi, Torrance, which directs the Ocean Protection Council to work with private and nonprofits entities to establish projects to research and restore kelp beds.  The intent is to distribute $30 million to the North, Central and South Coast.  The Bill moved out of the Assembly on the premise that it was COVID related.  It was voted down by the State Senate.  Assembly Member Al Muratsuchi made it a 2-year Bill so it can be reconsidered next year.
Congressman Jared Huffman’s Kelp Act provides $50 million per year for five years for kelp forest restoration.  The funds would be distributed through NOAA.  The Bill is not moving in Congress.

Urchinomics is working on a mariculture facility in Port Wainimii.  They are making arrangements for a few hundred pounds of purples per week.  The purples are being marketed to restaurants.  If the project is successful they will increase their production.
Public Comment

E-Fish Tickets

Harry Liquornik reviewed his meetings with the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) to include an area in the E-Fish Tickets report to update the final selling price.  Currently the adjusted price is placed in the Biological Notes section.  The California Department of Fish & Wildlife is working with the PSMFC that will allow processors to revise the ticket within 48 hours.

Ray Greiner stated he heard rumors that divers can obtain their license back after it expired.  Derek Stein reported there are 263 permits.  One permit was given to a preference group member.  Greiner said that he’s heard that some divers are getting their permits back after paying back their fees from 19 years.  That was dispelled.
Financial Report

David Goldenberg reviewed the current financials.  A total of $19,489.95 was on hand at the end of the April-August 2021 fiscal year compared to $3,445.26 in 2020.  For the most recent fiscal period, assessments totaled $26,345.81, website contributions of $390 and expenses of $15,958.11.  Net income was $10,778.26.  The CSUC still owes Nossaman LLP $79,400 for legal work, CDFA $16,370.73 in oversight expenses and the auditor Propp Christensen Caniglia has been paid off.  David Rudie requested the balance sheet include the accounts payable.
Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and Tom Trumper seconded a motion to approve the financial report as presented.  The motion passed by roll call vote, with David Rudie abstaining.
Port Meetings

Fort Bragg – There was no formal port meeting.  An email went out explaining the situation.

2018-19 Disaster Declaration
David Goldenberg reported he has spoken with State Senator Mike McGuire’s fisheries staffer to request the Senator’s assistance to obtain the Governor’s signature on a letter requesting a fishery disaster for the 2018-19 season in Northern California.
New Business
USF&W Pacific Northwest Sea Otter Expansion Feasibility Study

David Rudie and David Goldenberg reported the Federal Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 signed by President Trump contained a provision for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to conduct a feasibility study to introduce sea otters in the North West.  The CSUC signed on to a letter with a list of items that need to be considered in that study.  The California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) Marine Division will participate in the feasibility study.  

Motion: Tom Trumper moved, and Harry Liquornik seconded a motion to inform CDFW Marine Division that the CSUC wishes to be involved with the effort.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

CARES Act II

The Department is continuing to work with the PSMFC to provide a list of individuals and entities eligible to receive the CARES Act II funds.  The PSMFC has a dedicated website listed at: https://relief.psmfc.org/california-cares-act-information/
Website Improvement
David Colker reported that twenty-two divers contributed $1,020 to Go Fund Me for the website enhancement and additional $390 was sent directly to the Commission’s office.  The Committee felt enough money was collected to proceed to the next phase of requesting proposals from website developers.  Michael Harrington stated the Commercial Fishermen of Santa Barbara will be sending $400.
Motion: David Colker moved, and Cliff Hawk seconded a motion to request $20,000 from the disaster funds for mitigation proposal.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

It was suggested to receive an update on the capacity reduction/lottery and how many permits were issued.
David Rudie suggested the CSUC will consider submitting a mitigation RFP and will look at potential collaborators.  Another potential topic could be a pycnopedia recovery effort.

The next meeting was set for October 30, 2021.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
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