California Sea Urchin Commission
Minutes of the October 30, and November 6, 2021

Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting was held Saturday, October 30, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. via a Zoom Online Meeting.  The Following attended the meeting:

David Colker, Nathan Rosser, Harry Liquornik, Grant Downie, Dirk Ammerman, Bob Juntz, Gene Demachi, David Rudie, Bob Bertelli, Derek Stein, Sonke Mastrup, Ben Kardokus, Michael Harington, Jon Holcomb, Jeff Maassen, Tony Shiao, Nora T.
Minutes:

Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and David Rudie seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of the September 18, 2021 meeting.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Public Comment:

Derek Stein reported the California Fish & Game Commission website hosts Deliberations and Actions on permits and licenses.  A 2017 permit was reinstated with a $12,000 fee.
Financial Report

David Goldenberg reviewed the current financials.  A total of $27,435.79 was on hand at the end of the April-September 2021 fiscal year compared to $24,720.36 in 2020.  For the most recent fiscal period, assessments totaled $26,644.88, website contributions of $790 and expenses of $19,268.86.  Net income was $8,166.73.  The CSUC still owes Nossaman LLP $79,400 for legal work, CDFA $16,370.73 in oversight expenses and the auditor Propp Christensen Caniglia has been paid off. 

Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and Gene Demachi seconded a motion to approve the financial report as presented.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Port Meetings:

There were no port meetings to report.

Old Business
2018-19 Disaster Declaration

David Goldenberg reported that he spoke with Noah Oppenheim who was the Acting Consultant for the Joint Fisheries & Aquaculture Committee.  Goldenberg requested that Mr. Oppenheim contact the Governor’s Office to see when the Governor will sign the 2018-19 Disaster Declaration requesting the Secretary of Commerce to declare the 2018-19 North Coast a failure.  Mr. Oppenheim reported back that the Governor’s office is aware of the request and will work on it.
2016-17 Disaster Allocation – Kelp Restoration/Marketing Projects/RFPs

Sonke Mastrup reported the 2016-17 paperwork has been received and a contract will be written between NOAA and the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission to disburse the disaster funds. Mastrup reported that $3,329,343 was awarded to the Northern California Red Sea Urchin fishery for the 2016-17 disaster.  Seventy-nine percent of the funds will be directed to divers and processors and twenty percent will be directed to four mitigation categories: Kelp Forest Restoration, Marketing, Recruitment Studies and Socioeconomic Assessments.  The Department would like the California Sea Urchin Commission to nominate one diver and one processor to serve on committee to help score the proposals.

The CSUC nominated the following for the Department of Fish & Wildlife to choose from:

Processor: Bob Juntz

Diver: Bob Bertelli, Jon Holcomb

David Rudie discussed a proposed Kelp Restoration project with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to look at satellite maps of the North Coast to identify areas that are threatened and areas where there is recovery.  The project will involved surveying the ocean to protect emerging kelp.

David Colker described his project to enhance the CSUC website.

Jeff Maassen discussed urchin ranching with Urchinomics, smashing purples and transferring reds to better areas, planting green gravel and developing incursions from further encroachment to protect kelp predation.

David Goldenberg discussed a CSUC marketing proposal containing three components: developing a labeling program with defined attributes such as the wine industry defines growing areas or appellation zones, marketing dye from purple and red urchins, and using urchin tests as a source of calcium in animal feeds.

CARES II Update

Sonke stated the CARES II applications are open.  The application deadline is November 17.
Sea Otter Update

David Rudie reported the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) is conducting a Feasibility Study on introducing sea otters on the Pacific Coast.  He stated the request came from Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley who inserted it into the 2021 Federal Budget that was signed by President Trump.  Rudie stated he was contacted by the Ocean Science Trust that was conducting a survey on behalf of the USFWS.  Bob Bertelli stated the effort was based on work conducted by the Elkaha Alliance, a group that wants to bring otters back to Oregon.  The CSUC signed on to an 18 page joint letter with other West Coast fishing groups citing what parameters need to be studied by the USFWS when conducting their Feasibility Study.
Website Revamp Update
David Colker described the new CSUC website redesign project with voluntary contributions from the industry.  The total contributions to the Go Fund Me site was $1,177.71 with an additional $790 that were sent to the CSUC directly.  Colker narrowed the designers down to two individuals that had unique skills.  Colker was encouraged to go with his gut.  He wants to have the website completed by December 31.
John Doe Tender Permits
Sonke Mastrup reported the Department has reviewed the matter and it doesn’t have the authority to issue a John Doe Tender Permit.  He said that legislation would be required to provide a carve out in the commercial license program to help operate the vessel in a safe manner.
New Business
MPA Decadal Management Review
The California Department of Fish & Wildlife in collaboration with the California Department of Fish & Game and the California Ocean Protection Council held various meetings with user groups seeking comments about the last 10 years of Marine Protected Areas (MPA) management.  The meetings were a hearing session only.  A final report will be given to the Fish & Game Commission. David Rudie mentioned the California Fish & Game Commission will hold a Marine Resources Committee meeting on November 9 to discuss the Decadal Management meeting.
Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and David Colker seconded the motion provide David Rudie with the authority to represent the CSUC during the Marine Resources Committee meeting on November 9.
The meeting was not adjourned at Noon, but rather it was continued on November 6 to further review the kelp restoration projects.
Saturday, November 6

The following individuals were present:

David Rudie, David Colker, Grant Downie, Cliff Hawk, Bob Bertelli, Nathan Rosser, Dirk Ammerine, Jon Holcomb, David Goldenberg, Ben Kardokus, Michael Harrington, Jeff Maassen, Derek Stein, and Sonke Mastrup.

David Rudie reconvened the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. on Saturday, November 6, 2021.
Kelp Restoration Projects:

David Rudie went into greater detail regarding a proposed collaboration between the CSUC, Reef Check and the Nature Conservancy (TNC).  The proposal will request $400,000 over two-years with 20 percent going to the CSUC.  The Defend the Kelp project will survey kelp bed edges to see what can be learned why some areas thrive and others do not.

Jeff Maassen reported on a Green Gravel project he proposes at San Miguel with the Greater Farallones.  He also mentioned Rietta Hohman with the Farallones wants to conduct a social economic study with the Ocean Science Trust.

Sonke Mastrup stated a project manager needs to be identified and be a responsible person who can sign a grant contract.  The impacts need to be stated, even if it’s a proof of concept and it needs to relate to Northern California, even if it’s operated in the South.
David Goldenberg reported on the three prong marketing approach that consists of developing an appellation marketing/labeling program that’s similar to the wine industry and that the program can be legally defensible and can take action against imported product labeled as California uni.  Secondly, the project will be a proof of concept to scale up the uses of purple and red urchin dye for the textile and hobby industry.  The final component is to look at the using urchin tests as animal feed because of the high calcium levels.
David Colker stated he is going to submit a proposal to expand the CSUC website and make it more interactive and a vehicle for connecting the sea urchin industry between industry, government and the public.

Bob Bertelli suggested a study on reintroducing Picopedia would be helpful, but that obtaining permits could be a problem.

Grant Downie requested the next agenda include an item about requesting legislation from Senator Mike McGuire.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
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