California Sea Urchin Commission
Minutes of the March 18, 2023
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting was held Saturday, March 18, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. via a Zoom Online Meeting.  The Following attended the meeting:

Shad Catarius, Christopher Nelson, Nathan Rosser, Harry Liquornik, Grant Downie, Gene Demachi, David Rudie, Bob Bertelli, Derek Stein, Joanna Grebel, Jeff Crumley, Kristen Elsmore, Jason Thompson, Gina White, David Colker and Jonathan Sears.
Nomination of Christopher Nelson, District 3 Commissioner
David Goldenberg stated that due to personal and business commitments, Nathan Rosser no longer wished to serve as the Commissioner for District 3, but would serve as the Alternate.  Christopher Nelson agreed to step in.
Motion: 23:01 Nathan Rosser moved and Harry Liquornik seconded the motion to nominate Christopher Nelson as the Commissioner in District 3 and that Nathan would move to the Alternate position.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Minutes: October 29, 2022 Board of Directors Meeting
Motion: 23:02 Harry Liquornik asked who were the two individuals who voted against the legislative proposals on page 3?  The minutes were amended to show they were Nathan Rosser and Grant Downie.  Harry Liquornik moved and Christopher Nelson seconded the motion to approve the October 29 minutes as amended.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Public Comment:

Gene Demachi stated the industry recently lost three individuals.  He asked for a moment of silence for Ron Ellis, Richie Colitto and Larry Collins.

David Colker stated he will be seeking support to work together with the Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association.  David Rudie stated the California Sea Urchin Commission (CSUC) supports all fishing groups and that we all must work together.
David Rudie stated Rietta Hohman was to join the meeting to update the group on the March 22 and 30 Zoom meeting to discuss the  Sonoma Kelp Restoration Project.
David Goldenberg reported that he received an email from diver Michael Kenny who complained that there was no announced hearing on a diver who received his permit back after a several year lapse.  He thought this should have been noticed by the California Fish & Game Commission (CFGC) and that any future considerations for renewing permits should be sent to the CSUC in recognition that the CSUC worked with the CFGC to reduce the number of permits.  Joanna Grebel stated she would consult with the CFGC.

Jeff Crumley reported that he is interested in building a website to support the sea otter coalition efforts.

Derek Stein presented a report on sea urchin landings.  In 2022 the combined landings were 2.9 million pounds compared to 2013 when they reached a peak of 13.9 million pounds.  Urchin landings in 2021 were 2.2 million pounds indicating the fishery is beginning to slowly recover. In 2022 there were 113 divers with recorded landings compared to 206 in 2013.
Christopher Nelson requested a copy of David Goldenberg’s job duties and the latest report on the larval brush study the Commission is helping to underwrite.
Motion: 23:03 Grant Downie moved and David Rudie seconded the motion to request that Steve Schroeter attend the next Board of Directors meeting and update the Board on the status of the Larval Brush Study.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Financial Report: FY April 2022-February 2023 and Audits FY 2016-22
David Goldenberg reviewed the financial report April 2022-February 2023 and the FY2016-2022 audits.  A total of $57,523.06 was on hand at the end of the February 2023.  Total assessments and interest for the 11 month period totals $84,914.75. The Marketing grant from the Pacific State Marine Fisheries Commission received $25,428.50 in reimbursements for outlays.  Total expenses are $145,926.79 which includes $50,000 for the financial audits.  Outstanding debt to Nossaman LLP is $64,012.36 after a progress payment of $5,520 was made in December.  The FY2016 – 2022 audits were cleared with no issues found.  The Commission is now caught up on its legal requirements to audit each fiscal year.  The auditors recommended that since so checks are issued each month that management should send the treasurer a quarterly report of income and expenses.
Motion: 23:04 Gene Demachi moved and Christopher Nelson seconded the motion to request that the treasurer receive a quarterly report of the CSUC income and expenses.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Port Meetings:

District 5 – Fort Bragg
Grant Downie held a port meeting on February 16.  He said he would touch on the position of the port as the agenda topics are discussed.  He reported that Sun Flower Sea Star loss is about 94% which may put it on the Endangered Species list.  He suggested that divers should document sightings.

District 4 – Santa Barbara
Harry Liquornik held a port meeting on February 10.  It had a low turnout.  There was support for raising the assessment and was more interested in raising a flat fee on all permits.

District 3 – Christopher Nelson held a port meeting on February 16.  Ten people attended with seven divers.  Everyone was in favor of the John Doe Deckhand permit.  They questioned liability issues on kelp restoration projects and were not generally in favor.  The voted in favor of raising assessments and the permit fee to increase the CSUC income.  Chris questioned Article 6 in the Commission law requiring a vote of the membership to raise assessments.  It was reported that Commission’s assessment caps were set by the legislature and that it required legislation to increase the cap.  A vote of the membership would ultimately be required before the assessment was raised.  Kristen Elsmore questioned what the port disagreed with the legality of restoring kelp.  He stated the concern was requesting an Experimental Scientific Permit.
District 2 – No port representative

District 1 – Shad Catarius stated no port meeting was held.

Dave Colker reported on District 3 port meeting had lower attendance because it was held in person whereas previous meetings were held by Zoom.  He said there was concern that sport regulations permitted take of up to 50 urchins with no size limits.  He said divers feel the sports divers could impact stock levels and should have the same size limits as commercial.  Derek Stein responded that sports divers can take 35 red and 35 purple urchins with no size.  The sport divers must log their effort.  He said there have been 500 urchins taken and that represents in insignificant amount.  Colker also reported that deckhands are impacted on assessments and that their permits do not have a voice.  They would like to vote on assessment increases.  Bob Bertelli stated no one is stopping them from attending a CSUC meeting and speaking.
Legislative Agenda
David Goldenberg introduced SB 500 an omnibus bill by Senator Mike McGuire that addresses the CSUC assessment ceiling increase, adding $200 to the diving permit for increased assessments on active and latent permits as requested and to allow for a transferable deckhand permit.
John Doe Permit
David Colker reported that tenders feel modifying the deckhand permit to allow transfer would lessen their pay level.  Currently there are 140 urchin crew member permits.  Nathan Rosser feels the language is vaguely written.  He also questioned that there was no inflation adjustment on the $200 addition.

It was decided dedicate more time to review SB500 by not adjourning the meeting and to continue the meeting the following Saturday, March 25 at 9:00 a.m.

2018-19 Disaster Declaration

David Goldenberg reported that he inquired with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) about the progress on the 2018-19 Disaster Declaration.  What he discovered was that NMFS was waiting on supplemental information from the Department of Fish & Wildlife.  Upon checking with the Department, they had supplied NMFS with the information they requested in April 2022.  For reasons unknown, that information was not forwarded to the NMFS person working on the disaster determination.  The information was re-forwarded to the individual working on the determination.  Goldenberg said he would check in again with individual to verify they have all the information needed to make the determination.
Decadal Review, Pathways to 30x30

David Rudie reported that he was invited to speak at the Department’s March 15 Decadal Review meeting.  His main thrust was suggesting the Department allow the sea urchin industry to create an adaptive management project by opening up a State Conservation area to allow harvesting to mimic how sea otters, lobster and sheephead would reduce pressure on kelp.  He said the Department has authority to allow harvesting in Conservation Areas in accordance with Title 14.  There was wide support for this proposal and he wants to work with the Department.  Regarding Pathways to 30x30, Rudie raised concerns that the industry has already given up key harvesting areas when MPA’s were created.  Jeff Crumley asked if the Laguna area could be opened.  Kristen Elsmore stated she is open to work on targeted areas with the Fish & Game Commission.  Harry Liquornik stated the tribes are upset and want more access to oceans.  He suggested more outreach to the Tribes would be beneficial to both user groups.
Sea Otter Update – Delisting, USFWS Feasibility Study
The Pacific Legal Foundation was successful in petitioning the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) to consider delisting the Southern Sea Otter.  On August 23, 2022 the USFWS announced in a Federal Register notice that they will hold a hearing in a year to consider delisting the Southern Sea Otter due to the petition brought by the CSUC.  The CSUC is working in a coalition with other groups to support the delisting but also oppose the USFWS’ Feasibility Study to relocate otters in Northern California and Oregon.  David Rudie stated the USFWS estimates it will need $30 million to relocate these otters and they recognize it will harm the local seafood industry.  Jeff Crumley reported that he has studied the sea otter issue for many years and would like to develop a website to provide information and education.  David Rudie said he would bring this to the Coalition members.  It was also reported that on January 19, 2023 the Center for Biological Diversity issued a Petition to Reintroduce Sea Otters on West Coast.  David Rudie suggested that marine mammals should be managed by the National Marine Fisheries Service, rather than the Department of the Interior which manages land mammals.  It was agreed that we need Tribal support to oppose the introduction of sea otters and in today political climate that may carry more weight.  Nathan Rosser suggested the sea cucumber industry may want to join the coalition.
Reopening Caspar Closed Area – Friday’s Back in NorCal
The CSUC will need to work with the Fish & Game Commission to reopen the closed Caspar Area.  From meetings with the Department of Fish & Wildlife, it appears this should not be very complicated, but we will need to follow their petition process.  Requesting Friday’s back and the John Doe Permit will also require a petition and the development of an Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR).  It will involve meetings at the Commission level and with the Commission’s Marine Resources Committee.  The CSUC will contact Fish & Game Commission staff to alert them of the CSUC intent to petition these issues.
Motion: 23:05 Harry Liquornik moved and Grant Downie seconded the motion to pursue reopening the Caspar closed area and to request Friday’s back in Northern California.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Disaster Funding Update: Marketing & Website PSMFC and Processor Labeling Concept Proposal
David Goldenberg provided a brief update on the marketing proposal to develop a marketing label for California harvested sea urchins, and identifying ways to commercially produce a dye from purple urchins and for using tests in commercial animal feed for their calcium content.  David Colker also reported on his website enhancement project to drive traffic to the Commission’s website on where to buy uni.  Gene Demachi suggested that advertisers must have a business license as a requirement to post urchin sales.  Nathan Rosser agreed that it could create a liability concern if a seller was not licensed.

CSUC BBQ Picnic

Due to time constraints no action was taken.

Budget and Auditor Approval FY2023-23
David Goldenberg reviewed the FY2023-24 budget which includes maintaining assessment income at $85,000 with $5,000 from operating overhead from the marketing grant and total expenses of $109,860 leaving an operating loss of $14,850.
David Colker stated the $1,000 for the Barbecue is a good start but more will be needed.  He said he would work with other fishing organizations to help support the event.

Motion: 23:06 Gene Demachi moved and Harry Liquornik seconded the motion to approve the FY2023-24 budget as presented and to engage Propp Christinsen & Caniglia to conduct the year end.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Due to time constraints the meeting was continued to Saturday, March 25 at 9:00 a.m.
Chairman David Rudie reconvened the California Sea Urchin Commission Board of Directors meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 25, 2002.

The Following attended the continued meeting:

Cliff Hawk, Shad Catarius, Christopher Nelson, Harry Liquornik, Grant Downie, Gene Demachi, David Rudie, Tom Trumper, Bob Bertelli, Jeff Crumley, Scott Thompson, David Colker, Ray Greiner, and Ben Kardokis.

Sea Otter Update

David Rudie reported that the CSUC received an email request from Lilian Carswell from the USFWS to have a meeting to discuss our concerns on the reintroduction of sea otters in Northern California.  It came about from the outreach that Grant Downie had with Heather Barnett of Sea Otter Savey.  We will work with the coalition members to confer on how best to reply.
Legislation – SB500
There was general agreement to support the increase in the cap from 3 to 6 cents without any immediate increase to the current assessment pending a thorough outreach to the industry.  There was general agreement with increasing the diver permit fee by $200 with the proceeds transferred to the CSUC less any administrative fee taken by the Department.  The permit increase was the result of active divers stating that latent permit holders receive the benefit of the Commission’s activities without financially contributing.  Chris Nelson questioned if the processors were contributing an equal portion.  Gene Demache answered that it would take legislation but that a processor’s license is not sold on individual fisheries and it would be difficult to administer.  Harry Liquornik would like for the CSUC to control the fee from year to year with the Department such as trigger to stop it if necessary.

The feeling of the Board of Directors is as follows:

1. Keep the assessment ceiling cap as written from 3 to 6 cents, but to request a limit the Department to no more than 15 percent administrative fee.
2. Allow the CSUC to vote to control the permit fee from year to year, or put a sunset clause in to relook at the fee after a 5-year period.

David Goldenberg was directed to work with Senator Mike McGuire’s staff member to figure out the best way to accomplish the direction of the Board.  Harry Liquornik, Chris Nelson and David Goldenberg will work with Senator McGuire’s staff to work on the amendment language.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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