California Sea Urchin Commission
Minutes of the March 16, 2024
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting was held Saturday, March 16, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:10 p.m. via a Zoom Online Meeting.  The Following attended the meeting:

Shad Catarius, Nathan Rosser, Harry Liquornik, Grant Downie, Bob Juntz, Gene Demachi, David Rudie, Tom Trumper, Derek Stein, Ben Kardokus, David Goldenberg, Bernie Sauls, David Colker, Jeff Maasson, Michael Kenny, Joanna Grebel, Tristin McHugh, Carrie Pomeroy, Rietta Hohman, 

Item Old Business, 2018-19 Disaster Declaration was moved to the beginning of the meeting to accommodate Joanna Grebel’s schedule.

Joanna Grebel reported the California Department of Fish & Wildlife held a public meeting on March 14 to receive input from the industry on a proposed “spend” plan. The National Oceanic Atmosphere Administration (NOAA) stated $1,648,366 was allocated for the 2018-19 Red Sea Urchin Disaster Assistance.  The Department is recommending 79% for Direct Payments and 20% for Mitigation/Restoration efforts.  1% will be allocated for Pacific States Marine Fisheries Service Administrative costs. 
Motion: 24:01 Bob Juntz moved and Tom Trumper seconded the motion to recommend that allocation of Mitigation/Restoration be lowered from 20% to 10%, disburse direct payments on a five-year proportional landing and purchasing basis rather than weighted tiers, include Point Arena and Albion in infrastructure mitigation and include the California Sea Urchin Commission for direct payments based on the assessment five-year average.  The motion passed by roll call vote with Grant Downie abstaining.

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) Kelp Restoration Grant

Tristin McHugh reported that 96% of the kelp canopy was lost in Northern California.  The TNC submitted a kelp restoration grant to the California Sea Grant call in collaboration with the California Sea Urchin Commission and other partners.  The project will involve clearing urchin barren in the Big River area in Mendocino Country to 2 urchins per square meter to assist kelp recruitment.  Divers and processors will be hired to assist the project.
Ocean Science Trust Social & Economic Resilience Project

Dr. Carrie Pomeroy reviewed the Ocean Science Trust project which involves interviewing divers, processors, regulators, legislators and other infrastructure representatives to determine strategies to prepare, restore and sustain a resilient sea urchin fishery.  A meeting was held in Fort Bragg in February to gain additional input.
Gulf of the Farallones and Bodega Bay Grant Project

Rietta Hohman stated kelp recovery projects are taking place at Timber Cove and Fort Ross Cove.  The projects were initially delayed, but started in mid-August through November.
Minutes: October 14, 2023 Board of Directors Meeting

Motion: 24:02 Harry Liquornik moved and Grant Downie seconded the motion to approve the October 14, 2023 minutes as presented.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Public Comment:

David Rudie mentioned the CSUC submitted a request to the California Fish & Game Commission to allow take of urchins in Marine Protected Areas based on comments he received at the Decadal Review. 

Financial Report: FY April 2023-February 2024
David Goldenberg reviewed the financial report April 2023-February 2024.  A total of $41,835.79 was on hand at the end of the February 2024.  Total assessments and interest for the 11 month period totals $66,622.31 which also includes a $5,500 contribution from the Central Cable Commission and the West Coast Seafood Processors Association for the sea otter delisting effort and $32,401.39 reimbursement from the Marketing grant from the Pacific State Marine Fisheries Commission.  Total expenses are $112,625.14 which is loss of $8,087.45.  Outstanding debt to Nossaman LLP remains at $58,705.91.
Goldenberg reviewed the proposed FY 2024-25 budget.  The budget was developed in collaboration with Chairman David Rudie and Treasurer Gene Demachi.  The Assessment income is budgeted at $70,000, $1,000 in additional sea otter initiatives, $12,000 from the TNC grant and $4,500 from the Pacific States Grant for a total income of $87,510. Total Expenses are estimated to be $94,575 which has a predicted loss of $7,065.  The budget did not include projected income from the 2018-19 fishery disaster assistance which could be $21,660.
Motion: 24:03 Harry Liquornik moved and Bob Juntz seconded the motion to approve the April-February 2024 treasurers report, the FY 2024-25 budget as presented and to appoint Propp Christensen and Caniglia, LLP as the Auditor.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Port Meetings:

No port meetings were recently held.

District 5 – Fort Bragg
Grant Downie said he would report by email on what transpired at this meeting with port members.
District 4 – Santa Barbara
Harry Liquornik reported no one showed up at the last port meeting.
Old Business
Legislative Agenda


John Doe Permit-Senate Bill 500 contained several legislative fixes for the California Sea Urchin industry.  The California Department of Fish & Wildlife informed the CSUC that a key provision was overlooked and not included in the bill.  The Department said they need a commercial fishing permit exclusion to allow the permit to be passed from one individual to another. The Commission will need to find a legislator to include the provision. Efforts to seek a legislative fix from Senator McGuire’s office is in process.
Diver Permit Assessment-the $200 diver permit assessment was approved, but needs to be voted on by the Commission and reported to the Department by December.  The Department’s License and Revenue Division put on note on each divers permit that the new assessment has been added. Some divers have expressed surprise even though port meetings were held to explain the reasons behind the assessment.  Each port representative was advised to hold another meeting to review why the $200 assessment was added to the permit.

Reopening Caspar Closure and Friday’s Back in Northern California

The Department has no opposition reopening the Caspar Point. Some consideration will need to be made to avoid a recreational kelp recovery study that is being conducted in the near shore.  The Department is working on guidance documents with the California Fish & Game Commission.
Friday’s Back 

The Department is working with the California Fish & Game Commission to modify the regulations in Northern California to allow fishing from June to October to coincide with Southern California.

Sea Otter Update – Delisting, USFWS Feasibility Study
The US Fish & Wildlife Service on September 20, 2023 published their findings on the CSUC requested delisting of Southern Sea Otters. The Service denied the petition based on several reasons, they chose to ignore incomplete population surveys that showed the animals increased their population over the 3090 minimum population threshold. They stated shark bites were increasing and their genetic diversity is diminished. They also stated their Recovery Plan is out of date and needs to be revised. The CSUC remains in contact with the Pacific Legal Foundation and they are considering working again on the sea otter effort.
Defenders of Wildlife Meeting – Grant Downie reported he attended a Defenders of Wildlife Meeting March 7 and 8th in Santa Cruz.  Grant said there were numerous reports on the genetics, population and reintroduction of sea otters. He asked pointed questions and presented the industry’s position.
Sea Urchin Trapping/Experimental Fishing Permit
Grant Downie reported he’s working on a 4 year restoration project that includes trapping urchins to prevent urchins from entering areas that have been cleared.  He is working on obtaining an experimental fishing permit to employ the traps.  

Motion: 24:04 Grant Downie moved and Harry Liquornik seconded the motion to contact the California Fish & Game Commission to permit the use of traps as part of a statewide gear adoption effort.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

CSUC Website/Marketing/Label Project
David Colker provided a short update on the Website enhancement project.  Through private funds and through a Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission sea urchin grant, he worked with a web designer to improve the look of the CSUC website took out ads in The Log, and created a social media campaign to attract attention to the website.  The analytics demonstrated that website visits increased from the public and industry members.

David Goldenberg provided an update on the marketing label and website project.  The labels were promoted to all the processors.  Several have requested them and they are putting them on their tray pack product to distinguish them as California harvested. The pigment portion of the project was successful in developing a reliable method to extract the pigment from purple urchins. Contact was made with three UC Davis students that followed a similar pigment project. There is now an effort to join forces and develop a marketing plan to develop and sell purple urchin pigment to the textile and other industries.
CSUC BBQ Picnic

David Colker said he is willing to collaborate on a picnic with the Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association (VCCFA).
New Business
AB 2220 – Mandatory Observers

David Rudie reported that AB 2220 is a bill that circumvents the Fish & Game Commission in how it regulates fishery laws. Sponsored by Oceana this bill seeks to set limits on net fisheries such as halibut and White Sea Bass.  It is also gives the Department of Fish & Wildlife the authority to put observers on vessels. David Colker said the VCCFA is taking a lead on this bill and is looking for support.
Motion: 24:04 Harry Liquornik moved and Shad Catarius seconded the motion to write a letter opposing the bill.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Importation of Russian Uni

Gene Demachi reported that Russian sea urchins are being processed and repacked in Japan and then imported into the United States and then into California.  President Biden signed an order prohibiting importation of Russian products due to the Ukrainian War.  David Goldenberg was asked to follow up on this with the FDA.  The FDA is in the process of collecting information and taking pictures of labels in warehouses for possible confiscation.  The Russian product is causing market uncertainty in the California marketplace.
2024 Election Process

David Goldenberg reported that every two-years the Commission holds an election of the Board of Directors.  The process begins in January with nominations and then a ballot is mailed in February.  Goldenberg reported that only three nominations were received. The decision was made to rerun the nomination process.  If enough nominations are not received after the second mailing, the board can fill vacancies.  Article 3 allows the current Board to continue to operate until the open positions are filled.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
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