California Sea Urchin Commission
Minutes of the July 30, 2022
Board of Directors Meeting
Board of Directors Meeting was held Saturday, July 30 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. via a Zoom Online Meeting.  The Following attended the meeting:

Cliff Hawk, David Colker, Shad Catarius, Nathan Rosser, Harry Liquornik, Grant Downie, Bob Juntz, Gene Demachi, David Rudie, Mas Yanagita, Tom Trumper, Bob Bertelli, Derek Stein, Sonke Mastrup, Ben Kardokus, Kristen Elsmore, Rietta Hohman and Jeff Crumley.
Minutes:

Derek Stein stated in the April 23 minutes, Kristen Elsmore’s name was misspelled.

Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and Grant Downie seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of the April 23 meeting, with the provision of editing Kristen’s name.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Public Comment:

Rietta Hohman, NOAA, Greater Farrollones Association gave an update on the Sonoma-Mendocino Bull Kelp Restoration Project.  Four restoration sites have been selected: Fort Ross, Timber Cove, Stillwater Cove, and Ocean Cove.  The effort will include monitoring before and after restoration, urchin removal, kelp out-plants, defending established kelp, and identifying characteristics that encourage kelp growth.  Commercial fishermen will be engaged.  They received $2 million from Congressional grants.  They estimate they will pay $2,000/day per diver on a flat rate basis to assist the project.
Port Meetings:

Grant Downie reported that a Fort Bragg port meeting was held the day prior with eight voting members.  They discussed the Reef Project that was completed in June.  They would like to pursue legislative changes allowing adaptive management in MPAs.
No other ports held meetings.

Old Business
2018-19 Disaster Request and 2016-17 PSMFC Mitigation Projects
David Goldenberg reported that NOAA has not made a determination on the 2018-19 disaster request.  These normally take a long time. In addition, Congress will need to appropriate funds for the disaster declaration.  The Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission informed the CSUC their marketing project was approved and a contract will be issued shortly.  A website enhancement project submitted by Dave Colker was also approved, but it will be contracted as a sub award under the CSUC marketing project.  Grant Downie reported that he will be assisting a kelp spore out-planting project and that a social economic study submitted by the Ocean Science Trust was also approved.
USF&WS Pacific Northwest Sea Otter Expansion Feasibility Study

David Rudie and David Goldenberg reported that they are collaborating with other organizations in California and Oregon to try to derail the US Fish & Wildlife Service’s desire to expand the sea otter range and transplant colonies in Northern California and Oregon.  Rudie reported that there is no kelp in the Big Sur area where otters are present which defeats the claim that otters are keystone species that build kelp forests.  The USFWS admits that invertebrates will be impacted with their expansion plans.  Grant Downie reported that he has attended Elakha Alliance webinars and he is the only participant that provides negative comments on relocating otters to the North West.
Permit and Landings Update
Derek Stein reported that 2022 landings were looking better.  There are 245 permits and that we have been losing about 7 permits per year.  The top 100 divers are making 85 percent of the landings.

Legislative Agenda: John Doe Deckhand Permit, CSUC Law, Sea Urchin Permit Revision

David Rudie and David Goldenberg reported they met with Tim Scully the new Legislative Consultant to the Joint Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture on Senator Mike McGuire’s staff.  He stated it was too late in the legislative process to introduce the deckhand permit and increasing the CSUC assessment ceiling.  He said we need to complete a report on the legislative concepts and we need to show support among the industry for these efforts.  Grant Downie stated it’s hard to find a deckhand and that it should be made similar to the salmon permit.  Regarding CSUC assessment, Downie stated he feels any increase should be shared among all permit holders.  He also stated the North would like to reduce size limits from 3 1/2 to 3 1/4 and make it the same statewide.  Sonke Mastrup stated the size limit change would be taken to the Fish & Game Commission.  Opening the Casper closed area will need to be taken to the Fish &Game Commission
Motion: Grant Downie moved, and Cliff Hawk seconded the motion to work with the Department of Fish & Wildlife to explore opportunities to lower the size limit in the North to 3 ¼ to enhance kelp.  The motion passed by roll call vote with one abstained.
Financial Report: FY April 2022-June 2022, Review/Revise FY 22-23 Budget
David Goldenberg reviewed the financial report April 2021-June 2022 and the proposed revisions to the FY 2022-23 budget.  A total of $83,119.42 was on hand at the end of the June 2022.  Total assessments and interest for the three month period totals $20,486.53.  Total expenses are $29,723.71 which includes $12,500 for the financial audit.  Outstanding debt to Nossaman LLP is $69,532.36.

Gene Demachi reported that the officers met to consider increasing David Goldenberg’s compensation to reflect an improving budget and that he has taken a 33 percent cut for the past 5 years.  They recommend an increase of $8,500 which reflects his efforts and commitment to the industry, but does not reflect where he was previously.  They also increased the financial audit budget by $10,000 to reflect one additional year, and $4,500 for the larval study to reflect a new contract.  The assessment was increased to $85,000, CDFA’s budget to $15,000 and to reduce Nossaman to $15,000.
Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and Gene Demachi seconded the motion to increase David Goldenberg’s manager’s compensation by $8,500, the brush study by $4,500, financial audits by $10,000, CDFA by $2,000, reduced Nossaman to $15,000 and increased assessment by $20,000, resulting with a positive budgeted end balance of $23,840.15  The motion passed by roll call vote.

New Business
DF&W Decadal Review
David Rudie reported that CSUC has been working with Becky Ota, and CDFW, Marine Habitat Conservation Manager regarding MPAs and the Decadal Review.  The Commission is developing a proposal to enhance kelp recovery with a defending kelp strategy that includes limited harvest to defend and protect kelp forests that would be acceptable to the Department and ultimately included in a report to the Fish & Game Commission.
Harry Liquornik reported a fisherman received a ticket in the San Miguel closed area.  He suggested that he would advance some wording for a regulatory change.  Cliff Hawk and Gene Demachi asked to be included in future meetings with Becky Ota.

OPC MPA Gant Requests
David Rudie reported the CSUC submitted a preproposal letter of interest to the Ocean Protection Council titled:  Adaptive Management to Combat Climate Change in the Laguna Beach SMR: Supporting Stability between Sea Urchin Density and Kelp.  As synopsis of the project will help better the understanding of the complex relationships between urchin density and kelp forests, and what are the determining factors that affect the kelp’s ability to return or be resilient to climatic and biological events. Collaborative research will be essential to protecting our remaining kelp forests. This adaptive management project combines experienced urchin divers who know the kelp forest ecosystems with marine scientists to uncover vulnerabilities and opportunities within the MPA network to make these essential kelp forest ecosystems more productive and climate resilient.
Marketing/Labeling Proposal

David Rudie and Gene Demachi mentioned they believe there is confusion in the marketplace over Mexican product being labeled as a product of California.  They said a major portion of imported product is sold through brokers with a minor portion from processors.  They feel a labeling program is needed to identify California harvested product from imported product.  There were mixed feelings from the processors but the majority opinion was that it would be up to the processor to participate in a voluntary labeling program.  Those that participate would pay a small royalty to the Commission.  Gene Demachi asked that a proposal be brought back to the Commission at the next meeting.

Supreme Court EPA Ruling

David Rudie reported that the Supreme Court ruled that the EPA overextended it’s authority in a case involving the State of West Virginia.  We asked the PLF if the case was similar to our Supreme Court case involving Public Law 99-625 which established the no otter zone when sea otters were translocated to San Nicholas Island.  The PLF said the case was not similar to our Chevron deference challenge when the USFWS terminated PL 99-625.
Continuation Hearing 2024

David Goldenberg reported the CSUC will have another 5-year continuation hearing before March of 2024.  In November 2018 the California Department of Food & Agriculture conducted a referendum of divers and handlers to determine whether the California Sea Urchin Commission is to continue as a diver-handler commission for the next five years. The referendum voting period was December 17, 2018 through February 15, 2019. 

The results of the referendum were as follows: out of a list of 163 eligible divers, 93 submitted valid ballots and of those submitting ballots, 75 voted in favor of continuance, representing an approval of 80.6% of those voting in the referendum, with those voting in favor representing 83% of the volume voted; and out of a list of 17 eligible handlers, 10 submitted valid ballots and of those submitting ballots, 9 voted in favor of continuance, representing an approval of 90% of those voting in the referendum, with those voting in favor representing 99.3% of the volume voted. Based on this vote of approval, the California Department of Food and Agriculture has authorized the Commission to operate for another five years as a joint diver-handler commission.
CSUC Picnic BBQ

David Rudie asked if there was interest in holding a BBQ picnic in 2022.  The picnic had been postponed during the COVID pandemic.  There was agreement to ask at port meetings to get a sense of the industry. 

Future Agenda Items

Grant Downie reported that Reef Check is seeking bids for clearing urchins from remote areas around Big Sur.  He stated they are obtaining private funding. 

Bob Bertelli volunteered to be on a committee dealing with sea otters.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 Noon.
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