California Sea Urchin Commission

Board of Directors Meeting was held April 17, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. via a Zoom Online Meeting.  The Following attended the meeting:

Cliff Hawk, David Colker, Nathan Rosser, Harry Liquornik, Grant Downie, Gene Demachi, David Rudie, Tom Trumper, Derek Stein, Ben Kardokus, Terry Herzik, Bob Bertelli, Tom Ford, Michael Harington, Scott Thompson, Geoff Krause.
The following is a short synopsis of the meeting:

Minutes:

Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and Tom Trumper seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of the March 6, 2021 meeting.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Tom Ford gave a brief overview of AB 1279, by Assembly Member Al Muratsuchi, Torrance, which directs the Ocean Protection Council to work with private and nonprofits entities to establish projects to research and restore kelp beds.  The intent is to distribute $30 million to the North, Central and South Coast.

Motion: Tom Trumper moved, and Cliff Hawk seconded a motion to support AB 1279.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Geoff Krause, British Columbia sea urchin diver discussed how kelp beds have decreased in the Vancouver Island area.

Financial Report

David Goldenberg reviewed the financials and proposed FY21-22 Budget.  A total of $8,712 was on hand at the end of the April-March 2021 fiscal year compared to $4,593 in 2020.  For the most recent fiscal period, assessments totaled $53,612, handler MOA contributions of $2,675 and expenses of $52,222.  Net income was $4,118.  The CSUC still owes Nossaman LLP $79,400 for legal work and the auditor Propp Christensen Caniglia has been paid off.

The FY 2021-22 budget was set with a $50,000 assessment and expenses of $49,914 which incorporates a 30 percent reduction in the manager’s compensation.
Motion: Tom Trumper moved, and Harry Liquornik seconded a motion to approve the financial report and the FY 21-22 budget as presented.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Port Meetings

During the March 6 CSUC Board of Directors meeting there was extensive discussion on whether Southern California could qualify for disaster relief.  At the heart of the issue was whether all the fish tickets during the 2018 and 2019 and 5 years preceding them contained updated prices.  There was a question whether fish tickets that only contained an initial price were updated if that would increase the loss thus making Southern California eligible for disaster relief.  After the numbers were evaluated with the assistance of a number of processors, it appeared that Southern California barely met the threshold criteria but not significantly.  Prior experience has shown that a fishery needs at least an 80 percent reduction in value over the prior five-year period to be declared a fishery failure.  Southern California under the best circumstances resulted in 36 percent reduction, just one percent above the minimum 35 percent required by statute.  Each port was asked to survey their membership to discuss whether the Commission should pursue the designation for Southern California or see if 2020 and 2021 could demonstrate further losses.  The California Department of Fish & Wildlife stated they would need to charge $75,000-100,000 for staff time to make the changes to the fish tickets, whether we were successful or not in obtaining the disaster designation.  Port Associations were asked to meet with members and come to a decision to pursue or not the amended fish tickets and pay the Department of their staff time.
Ventura – The port members agreed to leave the 2018 and 2019 years as is and to not spend the money to adjust the landing tickets.
Santa Barbara – The port members agreed to leave the 2018 and 2019 years as is and not spend the money to update the landing tickets.  They also discussed forming a kelp restoration working group.

Harry Liquornik discussed changing the E-Ticket form to include the dock and final price to avoid future concerns with proper landing ticket valuations.

San Diego – Some areas in San Diego are seeing increases in kelp.  The port agreed not to pursue disaster for 2018 and 2019 for Southern California.
Fort Bragg – There was no formal port meeting.  An email went out explaining the situation.

Motion: Tom Trumper moved, and Grant Downie seconded a motion to proceed with as disaster declaration in the North for 2018 and 2019.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Sea Otter Delisting – The Pacific Legal Foundation filed the petition with the US Fish & Wildlife Service to delist sea otters as a threatened species based on the recovery population.  To date the Service has not replied.

Kelp Restoration Committee

Grant Downie stated that CSUC members from the North met with Santa Barbara and Department of Fish & Wildlife representatives to develop a kelp recovery spend plan for $650,000 authorized under the 2016-2017 disaster declaration.

E-Fish Tickets

Harry Liquornik reviewed his meetings with the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission to include an area in the E-Fish Tickets report to update the final selling price.  Currently the adjusted price is placed in the Biological Notes section.
Motion: Harry Liquornik moved, and Cliff Hawk seconded a motion to seek the CSUC support to work with the PSMFC to collaborate on revising the E-Ticket with their IT Department.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

CARES Act II

Craig Shuman asked for input on the time period that should be considered for losses under the CARES Act II.  It was agreed that each entity whether fisherman or processor should be able to specify which period they are applying in order to show at least a 35 percent loss from the previous year period.

30-30 Ocean and Land Conservation

Bob Bertelli reported that he participated in a California Resources Protection Agency meeting where the state is supposed to protect 30 percent of the Ocean and Land habitats.  Bertelli stated more efforts need to given to assure the state is not going to take away more fishing opportunity and needs to consider the Marine Protected Areas that are already set aside.
Public Member

Motion: David Rudie moved, and Harry Liquornik seconded a motion to nominate Bob Bertelli as the CSUC Public Member.  The motion passed by roll call vote.

Website Improvement
David Colker stated the CSUC needs to be updated as it’s the industry’s front facing to legislators and the public.  Understanding the Commission has no funding, he agreed to work with a committee to see if there is a desire to pursue private donations.  The following individuals agreed to serve on the website committee: David Colker, David Rudie, Gene Demachi, and Cliff Hawk.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.
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