Good morning,

I just wanted to follow up with links and brief descriptions for the resources I mentioned during the in-person meeting about programmatic and multi-agency permitting. They are specifically designed to improve efficiency of complex environmental compliance processes, so they might be helpful in shaping or informing the recommendations.

NOAA Restoration Center Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
"The Restoration Center uses its Programmatic EIS to provide timely, complete analysis of the environmental impacts of its restoration activities, reduce administrative costs, and maximize program efficiency. All projects that receive NEPA documentation under the Programmatic EIS are evaluated through a multi-step process involving habitat restoration specialists, agency NEPA experts, and the Restoration Center’s top officials. This final Programmatic EIS was prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to assess the environmental impacts of NOAA’s proposed action to fund or otherwise implement coastal habitat restoration activities through its existing programmatic framework and related procedures. Projects implemented by NOAA vary in terms of their size, complexity, geographic location, and NOAA involvement, and they often benefit a wide range of habitat types and affect a number of different species. Fish passage, hydrologic/tidal reconnection, shellfish restoration, coral recovery, salt marsh and barrier island restoration, erosion prevention, debris removal, and invasive species removal, are among the project types implemented by NOAA through its various programs." - although not explicitly mentioned in the summary, the EIS does include kelp.

Efficient Permitting Roadmap: A guide to the regulatory process for sediment management on the North-Central California Coast.
"Too many habitat restoration projects remain in the planning phase across the North-Central California Coast, while there's an urgent need to take action to address climate change impacts and biodiversity loss. To accelerate the pace of environmentally beneficial restoration work across the region, we are striving to provide information that is easy to access and helps users navigate the regulatory process. We synthesized guidance, tips, and best practices from over 17 federal, state, and local agencies to create a ‘how to’ guide and clearinghouse of information for navigating a well-coordinated, comprehensive, and efficient permitting and environmental review process for coastal sediment management actions (e.g. beach habitat restoration). The user-friendly format provides project planners with more accessible information and the ability to reduce time spent navigating regulatory requirements."

Thanks!
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