From: Rachelle Fisher via KRMP CWG <krmp-cwg+rachelle_at_strategicearth.com@gaggle.email>
Date: Tue, Sep 2, 2025 at 11:49 AM
Subject: [KRMP CWG] KRMP: CWG September Updates
To: KRMP CWG <krmp-cwg@gaggle.email>

Hello Community Working Group,
Below are a number of updates for the Community Working Group:
Timely Update: Western Society of Naturalists
CDFW and OPC are hosting a kelp session at the Nov 6-9, 2025 Western Society of Naturalists Annual Conference in San Diego and invite any interested presenters to register for “Special Session 1: Restoring resilient kelp forests: science, practice, and policy.” 
This 2025 Special Session will build on the Kelp Restoration and Management Research Special Sessions at WSN in prior years (2022 and 2023), and welcome any contributed talks that cover the following topics: 1) innovative research in kelp restoration and recovery, 2) kelp restoration in action, 3) opportunities for ecosystem-based management of kelp forest ecosystems, 4) opportunities for adaptive management, 5) climate resilience in kelp forests ecosystems, and 6) intersections of art, science, and community engagement. As a reminder, abstract submission and early bird registration are due by Saturday, September 6. We hope to see you there! 
Temporary Commercial Bull Kelp Harvest and Administrative Kelp Bed Leasing Regulations Update
The California Fish and Game Commission recently released a Notice of Proposed Changes to amend Sections 165 and 165.5, Title 14, California Code of Regulations, (these sections are related to commercial bull kelp harvest and the lease of kelp beds for exclusive harvest of giant and bull kelp). If you are interested in tracking the progress of these proposed regulatory changes, you can find more information here.
Subcommittees Scheduled
Subcommittee meeting invites and Zoom links were circulated to those who volunteered to participate. If you would like to participate in a subcommittee, please let Rachelle (rachelle@strategicearth.com) know which subcommittee you would like to participate in, and you will receive a calendar invite with an agenda. The subcommittees will help review and refine the CWG’s draft recommendations.
· Harvest Management: Tuesday, September 10, 10am-11am

· Research & Restoration: Wednesday, September 24, 2pm-3pm

· Education/Outreach & Knowledge Sharing: Thursday, October 2, 3pm-2pm

May 2025 Meeting Follow Up (including travel reimbursements)
The summary and presentation from the May 21-22 Community Working Group (CWG) meeting are available on the KRMP webpage. You can find them in the 2025 timeline section. Please feel free to share these documents with your communities as you see fit. 
For those who submitted reimbursement requests for the May 2025 CWG meeting, Strategic Earth issued checks on August 21, 2205. Everyone who submitted a reimbursement request has been reimbursed for all of their expenses up to the allowable state rates. If you do not receive your travel reimbursement check in the mail soon, please email rachelle@strategicearth.com. 
If you have any questions or need further information, don’t hesitate to reach out.
All the best, 
KRMP Project Team
